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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR AND THE DIRECTOR

Message from the Chair, Sir Emyr Jones Parry GCMG, PhD, FinstP

Torture ks something we all instinctively abhor, It & cruel and debasing; it causes immense human
suffering, and brings out the worst of humankind, International law recognises that there & never an
excuse bo torture) It s always lllegal, abways impermissible as [t offends our sense of justice and
dirminishes respect for the rule of law,

Yeb, a4 REDRESS" work evidences, torture continues to be practiced around the world. In some countries it
i5 & common tool of law enforcement, n others It 15 used as a weapon to humiliate, to terrorise or to
control. |15 use in counter-terrorism B not 8 new phenomenon; however the post 9-11 context has revived
debates about ‘necessity,” 'ticking bombs' and the 'need’ to balance core, inalienable human rights with
states’ national security interests. These debates should not skde-track us from the absolute prohibition
agalnst torture, something which the mternational community has fought hard to have recognised, and we
must mow Tight firmly to maintain, Some say that the ends justify the means, that torture can be
'‘permissible’ in certain circumstances. This is a slippery slope. If we do not adhere to the fundamental
principle of the absolute prohibition of torture, then our very morals and values are threatened,

I was delighted to join REDRESS as its Chalr in January 2008. | have had a long career in government and
diplomacy working to solve problems throughout the world, and | am pleased ta have this opportunity to
give something back, to work with the dedicated team at REDRESS to help end torfure. We are working to
advance accountability for torture, build respect for the ruke of law, and gre helping to give specific voice
to survivars” concems fn the process. | believe that this work 1s important. It i vital that REDRESS i there
as a haven, to assist survivors, to maintain excellence and stand up for law and decency. This does make a
difference, and it is essential that pressure is maintained if not increased, so govemments do the right
thing.

| am so appreciative of and wish to thank all who have recognised the significance of what we are doing
here Bt REDRESS and have provided much needed legal, moral and financial suppart, This work would not
have been possible without the dedication and commitment of our staff and volunteers, the institutiens
and individuals wivo fund our work, and my fellow Board members. | feel privileged to be part of REDRESS
and look forward to helping it to make a difference in the ongolng fight agalnst torture,

Message from the Director, Carla Ferstman

This year has been busy and challenging. It is marked by a sizable increase in the rumbers of Individuals
and communities that we have helped through legal challenges and related support. This is a3 & result of
the growing awareness of our work and our greater engagement and partnership with local civil sochety
groups in a range of countries worldwide, in particular Democratic Republic of Cango, Mepal, Peru, Russia,
Rwanda, 5rl Lanka, Sudan, Uganda,

We also worked to promote international standards on victims' rights bo justice, in particular before
intermational criminal tribunals. Additionally, we have fostered legal and institutional reforms at nationat,
regional and intemational levels aimed at ensuring accountability for torture and related crimes.

| hope you find this Annual Report interesting. It details the breadth and range of our achlevements this
past year, Our work has continued to evolve in the face of the changing external environment in which
torture is practiced, though the heart of what we do is unchanged; we are working to eradicate torture by
helplng survivors' exercise their rights to justice, promoting sccountabllity and adherence to international
standards.

We wish to thank all our supporters, pro bono fawyers, volunteers, committed partner organisations and
the courageous survlvors and thelr familles, all of whom have helped to make this year such a success,

Page 4



REDRESS’ VISION: A WORLD WITHOUT TORTURE

Mission
= Toabialn justice for survivors of torture

= To hold accountable the governments and individuals who perpetrate torture

= To develop the means of ensuring comptiance with intemational standards and securing remedies
far victims

Strategy
REDRESS pursues its mission through casework, advocacy and capacity buflding:

Casewaork - Providing legal assistance to individuals and communities in securing their rights
Advocacy - With governments, parllaments, international crganisations and the media

Capacity Building - Warking in partnership with Hke-minded arganisations around the warld

Justice demands genuine, falr and accessible procedures that lead In practice to effective and
enforceable measures of relief. This includes.

Restitution - helping to put the survivor back to their previous situation before they were violated (whilst
it fsrecopnised that torture cannot be 'undone, measures of restitution In & torture case might fnclude
restoration of property or citizenship or reinstatement of employment);

Compensation - recompensing the survivar or his-ar her relatives for all the assessable moral and material
losses arising from the violation;

Rehabilitation - including both physical and psychological rehabilitation as well as legal support;

Satisfaction and guaorontees of non-repetition - measures aimed at restoring dignity to survivors and
dealing with the underiying cause of the violathon. In the context of torture, this might Inclede pollce
vetting and training programmes, truth commissions and public inquiries, memorials; as well as criminal
investigations and prosecutions and administrathee sanchions.

Values

REDRESS prioritises the interests and perspectives of survivors In all aspects of its wwork. The highest
priority In decisions and interventions is given to promoting survivors' well-being and the avoidance of
further traumatisation.
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OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR IN BRIEF

Cur work covers torture and related crimes in more than 50 countries In all regions of the world;
Wi have over 50 active case files refating to more than 957 survivors before national and
nternational courts;

- We prepared fegal submisslons in numerous cases before a varkety of |urisdictions, both national
and international, including the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; the European Court
of Human Rights; the Cambodia Extraordinary Chambers; the UK Human Rights Committee, the UN
Worklrg Group an Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances,

We organised and/or participated as trainers in training sesshons worldwide, Including sessions in
Croatia; Darfur; Democratic Republic of Congo; lsragl/Palesting; the Metherlands; the Philippines;
Romania; Russia; Spain; 5r Lanka; Uganda; United Kingdom;

We published and disseminated 16 reports and briefings and 10 newsletters and updates translated
into multiple languages, all available on our website;

We provided advice to countless lawyers and human rights groups.

OUR WORK - WHAT WE DO AND HOW WE DO IT

There are four maln emphases of our wark used to advance our mission:
= Casework: making a difference to individuals and communities directly

- Settimg interngtional stondords: making certaln that new treaties, conventions and intemational
bodies fully take account of victims” experiences and perspectives

Collaborating to implement standards globally: working with natkonal counterparts around the
world to ensure that Internathonal standards are applied locally, and helping to share the best
practice of certain national systems with others undergoing similar challensges

Avoiding torture without exception - o key compaign: remaining vigilant in the face of attempts
to water down the prohibition against torture in the fight against terrorism

CASEWORK

We advise torture survivors about legal avenues for reparation in national, regional and internaticnal
Jurisdictions and provide expert advice, referrals; litigation support and représentation.

Our strategies are designed to meet as far as posséble the needs and goals of our clients. We advance
criménal prosecutions of alleged perpetrators, civil actions for reparation, end other possibilities such as
apologies and formal acknowledgement and rehabilitative measures, REDRESS also intervenes as ‘third-
party” or ‘amicus” in cases involving torture survivors' rights to remedtes and reparation.

Thesze cases are important to the fndividuals and communities directly concerned, however they also serve
an additional purpose of advancing the rule of law in the fight against torture worldwide. Each case in
which a prosecution for torture 15 secured, or in which compensation and other remedies are agreed
slgreals to would-be torturers that the practice (s no longer condoned.

Our pool of cllents continues to diversify. Many of our clients are based n the United Kingdom, either
British nationals who were tortured whilst working abroad or refugees and asylum seekers fleelng torture
in their home countries. Increasingly, as a result of the growing international recognition of REDRESS®
specialized work, there has been a marked increase in requests of assistance from individuals and
organisations in countries around the world, In order to service these needs, REDRESS has coilaborated
with civil society groups fn Africa, Asia, Central and South America, Europe and CIS countries and others.
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Currently, our cases address torture kn the following countries:

Torture Survivars in Africa
Algeria

Camerpan

Democratic Republic of Congo
Erltren

Ethiopia

Lybia

Rrevanda

Somalia

Sudan

Uganda

Limbabwe

Examples of our work fn support of torture survivors in Africa

- fzsisted a Cameroonian human rights activist with his claim to the UN
Human Rights Committes. The client was held in incommunicado detantion
for 18 manths guring which he was subjected e an array of torture and
other {ll-treatment including: being stripped naked and beaten an the soles
of the fest with o machete with his chained legs forcibiy stretched outy
farced to damce on sharp gravel singing in praise of the Pressdent; dripping
melted plastic on his bare thighs; suspended upside down fram an lran bar
betwean the backs of his knees, and beaten on the seles af hiz bare leel.

« Assisted a yowung woaman in the Ogaden reglon of Ethiopia who wes
tortured and hanged from a tree (the tree branch broke allowing her to

escape) with her attempts to secure asylum.

- Assisted partners in Sudan who are working on the case of Professor
Faroug Mohamed lbrahim El Mour who wad torfired in 1989, REDRESS
prepared two submissions on the compatibility of Sudanese legislation on
fmmunities  for officials  and statwtes of limitation with relevant
International standards for use in & petition submitted to the Swedaness
Comstitutional Court.

- Assisted the Amel Centre &l Fasher (Darfur} with a submission an the
compatlbiity of emergency legilation in & case in which 19 persom from
the Abwshauk camp for internally displaced persons in Al Fasher were
armested and torlured,

- Aktisted Rwandan survivors of the genocide, together with the deganisation African Rights, 1o be in conbact with
foreign investigataors working on prosscutians of genocide suspects throughout Europe.

- Asziating & Rwandese national who was arbitrarily detained, held incommunicado for several years and tortured n
Liganda. Amongst the torture practices meted at on him; he was ironed whilst within a vat 6f ghee o hoat internal
organs; his testicles were ted with & rope then tied to & car; he was repeatedly shown dead bodies of torture victbms
and told that this would be his fate and he was strung upside down for prolopged periods), REDRESS is working to
faciiftate the client’s trarafer to a location in which ke could benefit fromy spectalised medical care and rehabilitation,
and ls working g encourage the Rwandan Government to take up the case diplomatically,

- Together with the Foundation for Human Rights Initiative in Uganda, progressed a serses of torture claims currentiy
before the Ugandan Human Rights Commissian.

Examples of our wark In support of torture survivers In Asia [/

Middie East include:

Survivors tortured in Asia /
Middle East

Bahrain

- Assisted a Nepaiese NGO to bring a case to the UN Hurman Rights Cammities
an behell of o villager accused of being a Maoist, who was toriured by
membars of the Kepalese army.

- Intervensd as & third party (smicus curiae) before the Cembodian
Extraardinary Chambers, in the case of MUDN Chea, generally known as
‘Brother Humber Two® in the Khmer Rouge regime under which countless
Cambodians were tortured and killed, The intervention focused on the rights
af vickirmd to participate fn pre-trial hearings of the Chambers,

- Together with an American-based arganization working on Pumjal lssies
(Ensaaf}, brought 32 cases of disappearances perpetrated in the state of

Cambodia
india

Iran

Fuwairt
Maldives
Mepal
Phitippines
Saudi Arabia
5 Lanka

Punjab, India from 1984 to 1995 to the attention of the United Mations 'Warking Group on Enforced Dissppearances,
REDRESS and EMSAAF are also advising on & case before the indian Human Rights Commisslon and Indéan Supireme
Court relating ta torture, enfarced disappesrances and mass cremations In Punjeb during the same perlod,
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- Assisted the Asian Legal Resocurce Centre with several applications to the United Hations Muman Rights Committes
regarding tndividuals tortured in 5 Lamka. The cases focused on delays in the investigation and prosecution of
torture cases, challenges with witness protection and the levels of compensation in torture cases,

Examples of our work in support of torture survivors in Latin
Survivors tortured inm Latin .

Ameri rd the Caribbean include:
America and the Caribbean ek o s

- dppeared before the Inter-dmercan Commissian of Human Rights n
Argentina Washington, D.C. in & hearing in respect of our client, who was tortured

in and forcibly expelled Trom Chibe during the Pinochet-gra
Chile

« Bubmitted a third parly intervention (amicus curlee) 1o the Peruvian
Fruadeor Supreme Court it respect of @ cESa relaling to BN Individual who was
tortured 1o death by polica officens in Lima

Feru

Ex es of our work in Russfg; -

2 survivors tortured in
- Assistied our partmer, the Mizhmy Mowgorod Committee agaimst Torture (NMCAT) | Eastern Europe f CIS
with an application o the European Court of Humnan Rights in relatien to an
individizal who was tortured by Russlan police. Our intervention fecused an the

fafure of the Prasecutors” office to open a timely investigation. Russia

- Assisted NMCAT with an application to the European Court of Human Rights In which 9 victims' rights were viclated
{right to life, prohibition of tarture (various forms of ill-treatment, disappearances, burming down of houses), arbltrary
arrest, lack of fair trial, violation of right te family (ife, right to property, discomination and a lack of effective
rernedlies) as a result of the sxactions of 8 Russtan army Unit in sn Avar viliage.

Western Europe and Examples of our work in support of torture survivors in Western
Other Countries Europe and other Countries;
Greece - Helped & Twrkish man raped by Greek Coastguard in Crete Lo apply o the
g Eurapean Court of Human Rights.
United Kingdom - Advocated Sweden to Implement the recommendations of the United Hations

United States of America and afford a remedy ta two individuals it illegally rendered to Egypt and to allow
an Uighur refuges whio had been inn Guantanama to go to Sweden where his family
Iy lmcated.

- Encowraged the UK Government to institute an independent public mquiry inta the role of the British military in brag
in the tortwre and death of 8aha Mowsa and others,

SETTING INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

REDRESS international standard setting programme focuses on kdentifying gaps In-standards relating to
reparation and promoting new Instruments and laws, or clarifying existing standards as reguired. This
year, our work focused on the following:

The International Criminal Court

REDRESS it and has been a main supparter of the International Criminal’s Court's (ICC) Innovative victims"
mandate from the outset, As an anti-tortere organisation with an emphasis on victims® rights, our interest
in the ICC was clear from the start: here was an opportunity to shape an institutton as 8 benchmark for
victims - the primary justice stakeholders - and incorporate standards of wide-ranging application not only
before the Court, but In national systems amund the world,
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