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��	�� has been affirmed by a range of treaties,8 United Nations treaty 
bodies,9 regional courts,10 as well as in a series of declarative instruments.11 The aim of reparation is to 
eliminate, as far as possible, the consequences of the illegal act and to restore the situation that would 
have existed if the act had not been committed.12 However, it is clear that the most serious violations of 
human rights are by their nature irreparable and any remedy will be disproportionate to the harm 
suffered. Nonetheless it is an international legal obligation that an internationally wrongful act be 
remedied to the fullest possible extent.13 

Human rights abuses are difficult to repair in the ‘best’ of circumstances. Courts can be inaccessible to 
the victims of human rights violations who typically come from marginalised sectors of society and have 
difficulties generally to exercise rights. When the abuses are state-sanctioned, in many societies without 
independent judiciaries the apparatus of the law can serve as a cover for the crimes, fostering impunity. 
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including women-specific violations into the definitions of torture and/or other violations recognised as 
‘gross’ or ‘serious’ could strengthen women’s claims for reparation. 
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